.-Relative sunspot numbers, which indicate the sunspot activity, are computed by the formula Sunspot Number = k(n + 10#), where n is the number of individual sunspot umbrae, g is the number of groups, and k is a factor depending on the observing conditions. The value of k for Zürich is 0.6.
The upper curves give the yearly means of the smoothed monthly values since 1750; the lower curves the observed monthly mean values (light line) and the smoothed monthly values (heavy line) during recent years. The data are from the Astronomische Mitteilungen der Eidgenössischen Sternwarte in Zürich. Table I . Table II Despite the fact that the yearly mean for 1959 was considerably lower than those for 1957 and 1958, it was still well above the mean of 12.3 for 1947, the peak of the last cycle.
A considerable increase in the number of large groups (area ^ 1000 millionths of a solar hemisphere) occurred in 1959. All but two of these groups were in the northern hemisphere. They are listed in Table III. The average latitudes of the groups in 1959 were + 15 ? 9 and -13?3, compared with + 18?6 and -15?5 in 1958, and + 19?5 and -19?0 As of January 1, 1959, the regular flare patrol was discontin- 
